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Agência da ONU alerta contra aumento de lixo eletrônico 
por kelcardoso, fonte Opovo, data 19 Mai 14:10 

Aparelhos velhos exportados ilegalmente dos países industrializados contaminam o meio ambiente e 
intoxicam populações de nações em desenvolvimento. Montanha global de dejetos ganha 42 milhões de 
toneladas a cada ano. 
Televisores fumegantes, geladeiras, rios contaminados fazem parte do cotidiano das pessoas em 
Agbogbloshie. O bairro da metrópole Accra, em Gana, se tornou símbolo do impacto do consumo global 
de eletrônicos. 
 
Os trabalhadores, a maioria jovem, usam pneus de borracha e placas de espuma de geladeiras velhas 
como material combustível para derreter cobre e outros metais encontrados nos aparelhos. "Podemos 
dizer que a expectativa de vida dessas pessoas diminui significativamente", diz Matthias Buchert, do 
Instituto de Ecologia Aplicada de Darmstadt, Alemanha. 
 
Devido aos gases tóxicos liberados pela queima dos aparelhos, o Instituto Blacksmith, dos Estados 
Unidos, incluiu Agbogbloshie, de 40 mil habitantes, na lista dos 10 lugares mais poluídos do mundo. 
Segundo as autoridades ganenses de proteção ambiental, 250 mil moradores das cercanias são afetados 
pela poluição. 
 
Tsunami do lixo 
 
Um estudo do Programa de Meio Ambiente das Nações Unidas (Pnuma) comprovou situações similares 
em outras cidades da África e da Ásia. "Estamos diante de um tsunami de lixo eletrônico sem 
precedentes", compara o diretor do Pnuma, Achim Steiner, durante o lançamento do relatório Waste 
crimes, waste risks (Crimes de lixo, riscos do lixo). 
 
Na África, os países mais afetados são Gana, Nigéria, Costa do Marfim e República Democrática do 
Congo. Na Ásia, a China, Índia, Paquistão e Bangladesh são os maiores destinos de aparelhos 
descartados ilegalmente. 
 
A ONU estima que a montanha de lixo eletrônico global cresce quase 42 milhões de toneladas 
anualmente. Como é crescente demanda por eletrônicos, a organização teme que até 2017 esse número 



aumente em outros 10 milhões de toneladas. 
 
Bênção e maldição 
 
Agbogbloshie é estação final de dispositivos eletrônicos. Antes que de acabar lá, eles passam por vários 
intermediários, que ganham um bom dinheiro. O Pnuma avalia em cerca de 17 bilhões de euros o 
faturamento obtido com transferência e exploração de lixo eletrônico em todo o mundo. 
 
"Não devemos esquecer que estes dispositivos são uma importante fonte de renda para muitas 
centenas de milhares de pessoas", ressalta Matthias Buchert. Há muitos anos ele estuda a cadeia de 
abastecimento de sucata eletrônica. "Temos nesse negócio pessoas muito experientes e qualificadas, 
que pegam televisões, celulares e computadores para consertar e reutilizar." 
 
Para muitos, os dispositivos recondicionados são os únicos que têm meios para adquirir. O problema 
surge quando os aparelhos não são mais reparáveis. "Faltam, então, estruturas básicas para eliminação 
e reciclagem dos dejetos", lembra Buchert. A consequência são pilhas de lixo fumegantes, como as de 
Agbogbloshie, em Gana. 
 
Muito lixo da Alemanha 
 
A Alemanha é um dos maiores produtores de sucata eletrônica. Cada alemão produz uma média de 21,6 
quilos de dejetos eletrônicos por ano em Gana, essa quantidade é de apenas 1,4 quilo. Embora a 
exportação de dispositivos eletrônicos defeituosos seja proibida, cada vez mais navios carregados com 
lixo eletrônico deixam os portos alemães. O Pnuma calcula que "até 90% do lixo eletrônico global seja 
eliminado e negociado ilegalmente". 
 
Por isso, a entidade pede que os governos imponham proibições a esse tipo de exportação. "Isso não é 
uma tarefa fácil e requer pessoal suficiente e bem treinado", comenta Buchert. Há alguns anos, ele 
estudou o embarque de dispositivos defeituosos no porto de Hamburgo. 
 
"Carros e caminhões velhos são abarrotados de dispositivos eletrônicos. Mas também são carregados 
contêineres inteiros", diz, acrescentando ser muito difícil descobrir o que é lixo e o que ainda está 
funcionando. 
 
Soluções alternativas 
 
O ministro alemão do Desenvolvimento, Gerd Müller, admitiu, durante uma visita a Agbogbloshie, que a 
Alemanha tem uma parcela de responsabilidade pelas consequências ambientais e de saúde: "A maioria 
dos aparelhos eletrônicos descartados na Europa, também da Alemanha, vem parar aqui, legal e 
ilegalmente." 
 
Em março, o governo da Alemanha formulou um projeto de lei que inverte o ônus da prova. 

Exportadores de eletrônicos têm que provar que os produtos são realmente úteis. "Uma simples 
declaração de que o aparelho funciona não é mais suficiente", informa Buchert. A lei ainda precisa ser 
aprovada por ambas as câmaras do parlamento alemão. 
 
As autoridades também consideram outras soluções para reduzir o lixo eletrônico. Uma delas prevê que 
no ato da compra se pague um depósito sobre o aparelho, a ser devolvido quando o consumidor se 
desfizer dele num estabelecimento autorizado. O sistema seria semelhante ao já adotado para garrafas 
e latas, por exemplo. 

 
por kelcardoso, fonte: Opovo 

Avalie esta notícia 
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ONU alerta sobre risco do lixo eletrônico e uso 
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Quatre nouveaux produits chimiques ajoutés aux conventions de 
Stockholm et Rotterdam 
Par Rédaction AFP Relaxnews 

 

Quatre nouveaux produits chimiques présentant des dangers pour la santé ont été ajoutés aux 
conventions de Stockholm et de Rotterdam. 

U�������
�����3���
�����������/������9���������������������
���	������9�
���9�9��4
��9����3�
�
������
������+�
���
	���������
��������	
����P�����
��9���������������
��	��/����P���������9��
�����	�������������������S��������S�*��W�����������������S�����
������������	P���������	���-�

�������
��9����������	�����
�����������/�������	����9��������������3��/������9���������������3�
���������/��	/��� �!�������
��������������� ; ���"������4
��9�S�	���
������
�����+�
���
	��

/����9����	����
		������
�����/������������������
��������������/����
������������������������
���
	������9������������	P�����
�������-�

<	��P���������������	W�����
	"��	
�9������	P��3���	
�
������W������������������	
�
��9�
	-�

6���9������
��
����������������3��X��������
3�/���/����������
������������������������	���
�"��W����������3���������������������
���������/�����S�	���9�9��4
��9�S�	���
������
�����
�
����������
�����9������
������������
�����������/������������3-�

=��������������������/�����
���������	����9������9	����
��/����
���9��	������9�9���
��9��������
	���
������
�����KT	���/����
��������	���
���Z	�������
����������������
���	���������9������
��������3-�

����������������
��������������������
����������
�����������������	����9������9	����
��/�������
9/��������������9��/���������������P�����"��S�	P�������	P
�4������9���������
���Z	���	�����������
�		9��	-�.		������/��������������W���9��������
��������
������
�������	�����"�	��������
9/����������9	�����/�������9	����
��/���-�

+�	
��	��#�
�����������$���
���%������
���	P�����
��������(%$.#)��4��/�PS�
�0������9������
9	����
��/�����
���9�����9��
���9����9���		9��	��������
��������
�������9��	�9��������� !�:����
 J�J�*^����������
������������������������
���	������9������������	P�����
������������
�������	���������	�����"���P'���/��-�

6���a����������������������
����
������
����P
��������������������9�����S���
�����������
�������
	������/�������	P�����������"�
��	���/������������94S������	P
�4�������9�����	
����P������9�9������
�9���
�����!� N-�

6P�����������"�
��	���9��	����������	9����������	��������9������9������������������	��9������	��
�
��������
����������
��9��
��������S�����������������-�

6������/��������/�����S�	��������
����������/������	��9������	����
�����
���P�����������/��������
��
�
/����	���
��������	���N��4
�������W��	P�������
�������
����-�<	�������������������	P%��
��
���
�9�����������+�����-�

U��������"��E�	����������	��R�,���������R�����,��������	��b�����I��E�����
���
��
�9��S�	P�4
���
���	P�����������"�
��	�������	���
������
������
�����������	
�������������������/����P
�������
����9�	�����9�
��������������W�����/�����������������������������	P��������P�����9������-�

+�	
��	P?&+���	������ �;������9�W����������
������������	���S������3�
����
����
�����
���		��S�
	P�������-�K����/����	���������
������P���������
������������	
���������
����9�9����
����
�������������
���	������9��	P�����������"�
��	��������	������������	��9���
��������9�������
��
�����9������	������9����3�����
��������
�������	�����"������9��	
�������-�

c����9������
���	P�4
������	P�����������"�
��	�����������/���������		�
������������		�����/���"��
���
�3�
�9���
����
���������P���
�����������������
���	�d�����9�	��9�K�����R
�	�����������������	��



����9�����	���9�����9��������9��	
�������������	��������������"�������<�������'66�*	
��	�%��
���
���������
�����	�������9����������S�	P'A#-�

 

 

 

  

�� �

�
�
�

�



�

�
� �

�

: �
8  :

 J� �

�
�

��

F
�

G �
�

 

! !��>
!��8 �

F G
�

#?#
�

�

�

 ��
 8�� �

 8
�

�

J�0 ;:0 �

�

F G
�
F G

�

�

�

F G �

�

�

F G F G �
�

N �
8 N���

�

�

�
�

��



N �
J�0

�

�
!�� ! 

�
8

�

�
#?#�

�

�

�

�

 ;�  J�

�

�
�

� �

�

�

F �
G

�
�

�

�

�

�

�

 : �
*M+

*M+ �

�

�

�

�



�

�

�
�

�

�

�

�
�

�

��
��

 
 

 

 

�

�

�

��
��

�

�

�

��
��

�

F G F G �
!�!� *=# 8�0e8:0

�

�

�
��

��

�

�



�

�

�
��

��

 
 


�0 �
!� :��:� J� :B: B���
 

 

F G �


�0
 
� ( >-! �

8 ��
!� ; :��� �

!� 8 8!��
:!� �

?�����,���
���
��.�
�
����
�
�
������
������
����	
����� ?.�=



�

�

�

�

�

�

� ('�����
+������) F G�

F
�

G� � �

�
 

9 : �
( ) !� :��:�!!��JB :B���

 

(����)

�

�

( ) 



%$.# �

!� :�:�!:�!!B8>B8��

B � B��

%$.# �

%$.#

�

�

�

�

%$.# 8 �� !� ;
:��� ��

�

 
�
��

��

�

%$.#
��

%$.#
��

��

�

��

 



 

 

� �
( !� : :  
 � )�

������
�����
�����


�0

��
�����
����

>�0 
�0 �

� �
�����
����

<&#.6 �
:>0
�

�
�����
����

�
�����
����F

G�
�����
����

�
�����
����F

G�
�����
����

F G F G



�
�����
����F

G�
�����
����  N

�
!� 8  �

!��>  ;� �
!� : :8�

�
�����
����

��
�����
����F

G�
�����
����

�

�
�����
����

�
�����
���� �( ��
3��-�
�) 

�
B�!� :��:�!���;B:8B8!�

�
������
�����B�����BCC���:-�
���
��
��-
��C�
��C>!;>  �

 

�
�
������
�����B�����BCC���:-�
���
��
��-
��C�
��C>!;>  �
 

!� : �: !� �
>�0��


�0 :>0��
�

�
�

�



� �

�0

�
�

!� : :8� �
�

.	����
����I��������I�����
����
�����

�
�

F G F G
F G F G

F G F G F G �
�

�
�

�
�

�
�
������
�����B�����BCC���:-�
���
��
��-
��C�
��C>!;>  �
 

�
��

III-4������-�
��!� :�:� N�  B ;B����

;

��

�

�
N�

�

�

F
G �

 

;  8
�

�
�

�

�

� �

�

� � � � 



�
!� :��:�!:��JBN!B!;��� ����

UU �

����
(%$.#)

�
�
����

�
�
���� �
�
����

�
�
����

�
�
����
%$.# 8 �� !� ;

:��� �
�
����
%$.# f F

G�
�
���� �
�
����

 
�

�
�
����

�
�
����

�
�
����

!� N
F G �
�
����

F G F
G �

�
���� �
�
����

�
�
����

(<&#.6) :>
0 �

F G F G
�

�
����

�
�
����

 N

�
�
����

�



�
����

!� 8  �
�

�
����
!��>  ;� !� : :8� �
�
���� �
�
����
%$.#

�
�
����
%$.#

�

�

�

�
�

 

90%  
2015-05-20 08:22     


�0  
� ( >-! �

8 ��
!� ; :��� �

!� 8 8!��
:!� �

?�����,���
��
�.�
�
����
�

������
����=���	
����� ?.�=

�

�

�

�

f ('����+������) F
G�

F
�



�
G�

 

 

Do you know up to 90% of Electronic Waste is disposed of illegally? 
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Većina svjetskog elektroničkog otpada se odlaže ilegalno 
Matija Pavlić | pet 15.5.2015| 07:02 
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Otpad koji čine računala i pametni telefoni sve je značajniji. Do 2017. godine projicira se kako će 
elektronički otpad prijeći 50 milijuna tona, a da stvar bude gora, velika većina tog otpada će završiti u 
zemljama u razvoju, ilegalno 'odložen' 

Ovu crnu sliku industrije je nedavno prezentirao UN Environment Programme u Ženevi. Prognoza slijedi 
nakon što je prošli mjesec objavljeno UN University izvješće, koje govori o tome kako je tijekom 2014. 
godine napravljeno 42 milijune tona elektroničkog otpada, što je globalnu ekonomiju koštalo 52 
milijarde, prenosi The Guardian.  
 
Izvoz opasnog otpada iz EU i OECD-a u druge zemlje je izričito zabranjen, no UNEP govori kako je na 
tisuće tona otpada deklarirano kao polovna roba i izvezeno u zemlje u razvoju. To, na žalost, uključuje i 
baterije, miješani otpad, katodne cijevi i dr. 

Mnoge zemlje u razvoju su tako postale čvorištima ilegalnog skladištenja elektroničkog otpada i tržišta za 
reciklažu koje se procjenjuje na 410 milijardi dolara godišnje. Snažnije regulative i kontrole su tek dio 



rješenja, smatraju u UN-u. Problem se, naime, ne tiče samo financija, već i negativnog utjecaja na 
zdravlje milijuna ljudi. DDenmark 
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Publié par Aurélien Audy le vendredi 15 mai 2015  

Le rapport publié le 12 mai par des équipes de l'UNEP (Programme des Nations Unies pour 
l'Environnement) jette un pavé dans une marre moribonde : de 60 à 90 % des déchets électroniques, 
dont le volume augmente d'année en année, ne seraient pas traités. Ils seraient en fait revendus, 
parfois à des filières criminelles, traités sans précaution, ou tout simplement dispersés dans la nature. 
Un business qui représenterait une manne de 11 à 17 milliards d'euros que différents acteurs 
grignotent, toujours au détriment de l'environnement. Le problème n'est pas nouveau, mais la piqûre 
de rappel semble nécessaire. 

 
WASTE CRIME - WASTE RISKS, Gaps in meeting the global waste challenge, c'est le nom du rapport 
alarmant réalisé par le Programme des Nations Unies pour l'Environnement. Il commence par établir un 
parallèle avec le gaspillage existant dans le domaine de l'alimentaire : 1,3 milliard de tonnes de 
nourriture est produite chaque année pour les 7 milliards d'individus qui peuplent la Terre. D'après la 
FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization), le gaspillage de cette denrée chiffrerait à 1 000 milliards de 
dollars. Ce qui est vrai pour l'alimentaire l'est aussi pour les déchets, ces derniers étant devenu en enjeu 
stratégique à plusieurs niveaux. 

�� Écologique bien sûr, les DEEE (Déchets d'Equipements Électriques et Électroniques) étant bardés 
de substances toxiques et nocives (mercure, plombs et retardateur de flamme principalement). 

�� Industriel, puisqu'il faut envisager les traitements adaptés pour dépolluer les DEEE de leurs 
substances toxiques, recycler ce qui peut l'être et même inclure la question du recyclage dans la 
conception même des nouveaux produits, en amont. 



�� Economique, puisque la filière de gestion des DEEE, de la collecte à la valorisation finale, est 
assise sur au minimum 410 milliards de dollars d'après le rapport. 

�� Humain enfin, parce que le traitement des déchets créé des emplois, et que sans une démarche 
volontaire du consommateur pour faire son tri correctement, rien n'est possible. 

 
Seulement voilà, le rapport met le doigt là où ça fait mal : « Comme dans tout secteur économique de 
grande ampleur, il y a des opportunités pour des activités illégales à différents niveaux de la chaîne de 
gestion des déchets. Dans la course aux profits, les opérateurs peuvent ignorer les réglementations sur 
les déchets et exposer des gens aux substances toxiques. Sur une échelle plus grande, le crime organisé 
peut s'adonner à de la fraude fiscale et du blanchiment d'argent. » 

Les chiffres et les faits 
 
A la base du problème soulevé par ce rapport, il y a un chiffre : 41,8 millions. C'est le nombre de tonnes 
de DEEE générées dans le monde en 2014. Chiffre qui semble condamné à augmenter et pourrait 
grimper à 50 millions d'ici 2018 selon le rapport Baldé de l'Université des Nations Unies. Seulement 10 à 
40 % de ces déchets seraient convenablement recyclés et stockés, d'après différentes estimations 
compilées lors d'une enquête d'envergure conduite par le Bureau des Nations Unies sur les Drogues et 
le Crime (ONODC). A l'inverse donc, 60 à 90 % des déchets échapperaient aux filières officielles de 
traitement. Soit tout de même entre 25 et 38 millions de tonnes ! A 450 euros la tonne, comme le 
jaugeait Interpol en 2009, ça nous fait entre 11 et 17 milliards d'euros de valeur potentiellement créée. 
 
A qui le trafic profite ? Un peu à tout le monde en fait. Aux sociétés qui réceptionnent des DEEE et 
perçoivent des paiements pour effectuer des traitements qu'elles ne feront pas, aux acteurs qui 
réussissent à valoriser les matériaux à moindre coûts car sans respecter les règles environnementales 
contraignantes, ou encore aux nombreux « broker » ou vendeurs qui expédient des produits de 
deuxième main pour une bouchée de pain (mais toujours plus que ce que eux les ont payés). D'après un 
ouvrage de Jim Baird, il y aurait 200 à 300 % d'économies possibles en confiant son recyclage à des 
filières illégales. Des services municipaux ou sociétés de gestion des déchets seraient alors toujours 
gagnants en payant pour qu'on les débarrasse de leur déchets au lieu de s'occuper de leur traitement.  

 
Comment cela est-il possible ? La Convention de Bâle signée par 181 Parties vise à réglementer les 
mouvements transfrontaliers de déchets dangereux « et exige de ses Parties qu'elles veillent à ce 
que ces déchets soient gérés et éliminés d'une manière écologiquement rationnelle. » En clair, on 
n'exporte pas ses DEEE comme des cravates, et surtout pas vers des pays sans la moindre infrastructure 
pour réceptionner, démanteler, dépolluer et revaloriser lesdits déchets. La pratique frauduleuse 
courante que relève le rapport de l'UNEP consiste à étiqueter ses conteneurs différemment, comme des 
produits d'occasion, pour sortir du champ des DEEE. Ou encore à broyer ses DEEE et les mixer avec des 
déchets jugés non dangereux donc autorisés (plastiques, papier, métal, etc.). 



 
 
Dans le pire des cas, ce sont des organisations criminelles qui récupèrent les déchets : elles utilisent les 
importations pour faire du blanchiment d'argent, puis se débarrassent des cargaisons dans la nature 
(mer et océans, enfouissement sauvage, décharges à ciel ouvert). Et dans le meilleur des cas, ce sont des 
petites entités familiales ou des gigantesques hubs de démantèlement asiatiques qui vont tenter de 
récupérer ce qu'il y a à récupérer (métaux précieux notamment) mais sans respecter les règles de 
sécurité sanitaires et écologiques. Le rapport précise toutefois qu'il est difficile de savoir quelle part des 
déchets devient quoi. Les exportations se font principalement à destination de l'Afrique (Côte d'Ivoire, 
Ghana, Nigéria, Congo) et de l'Asie (Chine, Inde, Pakistan, Hong-Kong, Indonésie, Bangladesh). 

 
 
Chez nous, tout consommateur paye une éco-contribution à chaque nouvel achat de produit 
électronique. Cette éco-contribution est supposée financer à 60 % la filière en charge du traitement des 
DEEE (les éco-organismes), les 40 % restants venant de la revente des matériaux récupérés. Mais le 
rapport évoque également toute une filière informelle. Comme les « waste tourists », ces acteurs qui 
chinent du matériel de seconde main pour l'envoyer à des proches ou associés dans dans pays moins 
développés, ou encore des sites Web qui offrent un peu de monnaie contre un vieil appareil mais aussi 
des organisations caritatives qui se détournent parfois de leur mission. 



 
 
Alors qu'il semble difficile de contrôler ces flux à échelle planétaire, et même si la solution préventive 
préconisée par le rapport de « faciliter le retour des envois illégaux de déchets à l'expéditeur et à ses 
frais » est séduisante, la meilleure chose que nous puissions tous faire, à notre niveau, pour limiter la 
casse, c'est de consommer intelligemment. Autrement dit, de manière plus raisonnée, en tirant sur la 
corde tant que les produits le permettent ou en veillant à offrir une deuxième vie à ceux dont on se 
sépare.  
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Conférence de Ge nève : 4 produits chimiques ajoutés aux conventions 
de Stockholm et Rotterdam 
lundi 18 mai 2015 
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Quatre produits chimiques reconnus comme dangereux au niveau international 
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Nouvelles directives pour les déchets électroniques 
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Pas d'accord sur l'amiante blanc 
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Convention de Bâle 

Les déchets électroniques mieux encadrés 
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Le directeur exécutif du Pnue a profité de la conférence de Genève pour tirer le signal d'alarme 
[JDLE] 
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L'amiante blanc, encore appelé amiante chrysotile, est dangereux mais n'a pas encore fait l'objet d'un 
accord dans le cadre d'une convention pour interdire son utilisation. © Wikipédia, CC by-sa 3.0 
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Échec d'un accord sur l'amiante blanc 
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Par Frédéric Bordage  -  18/05/2015 

 
60 % à 90 % des déchets électroniques  
mondiaux sont exportés illégalement. 
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VIDÉO. Le progrès high-tech, c'est bien beau, à condition de recycler notre 
production. Ce qui n'est pas encore le cas, comme on peut le voir dans 
#TECH24.  

 
Un mineur essaie d'extraire du cuivre à main nue, à New Delhi en Inde. © Sayantan Bera / Flickr 

Par Guillaume Grallet 
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PNUE : l'enjeu du recyclage des e-déchets 
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Une importante réunion consacrée aux produits chimiques et déchets dangereux 
commence aujourd'hui à Genève. Les parties prenantes des Conventions de Bâle, 
Stockholm et Rotterdam se retrouveront jusqu'au 15 mai prochain pour examiner 
plusieurs dossiers qui sont sur la table des négociations. Amiante, autres herbicides et 
déchets électroniques sont au cœur des discussions. 
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UNEP report: Up to 90 per cent of world’s e-waste is illegally traded or 
dumped 

Abfall  18. Mai 2015 

 

 
Elektrogeräte-Sammelbox (Foto: O. Kürth) 
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Was tun mit Elektroschrott? 
Die illegale Entsorgung von Elektroschrott ist eine Gefahr für Mensch und Umwelt, vor allem in Afrika 
und Asien. Denn dort wachsen die Müllberge – ein Problem ohne Lösung? 

 

Brennende Fernseher und Kühlschränke oder durch giftigen Müll verseuchte Flüsse gehören zum Alltag 
vieler afrikanischer oder asiatischer Städte. Sie sind die Folge des weltweit steigenden 
Elektronikkonsums. Denn das, was anderswo auf der Welt weggeworfen wird, landet meist hier. Die UN 
beziffern die Menge des weltweiten Elektronikmülls in einer Studie ihres Umweltprogramms (UNEP) auf 
etwa 42 Millionen Tonnen jährlich: „Wir sind konfrontiert mit einem beispiellosen Tsunami aus 
Elektroschrott“, erklärte UNEP-Direktor Achim Steiner bei der Veröffentlichung des Berichts Waste 
Crimes, Waste Risks von 2015. 
 
Der Export von kaputten elektronischen Geräten ist in vielen Ländern – auch in Deutschland – eigentlich 
verboten. Aber laut Ergebnissen der Studie werden bis zu 90 Prozent des weltweiten Elektronikmülls 
illegal gehandelt und entsorgt. Damit wird viel Geld verdient. Wenn man die Geräte nicht mehr 
reparieren und verkaufen kann, werden sie häufig einfach verbrannt, um darin enthaltene Metalle zu 
schmelzen. Das schadet der Umwelt und der Gesundheit. 



 
Auch aus Deutschland kommen große Mengen Elektroschrott. Jeder Deutsche produziert laut der Studie 
etwa 21,6 Kilogramm im Jahr. Das Problem ist auch der Politik bekannt. Deshalb berät die deutsche 
Regierung seit März 2015 ein neues Gesetz. Wenn es verabschiedet wird, müssen Exporteure von 
elektronischen Geräten in Zukunft beweisen, dass die Ware auch tatsächlich funktioniert. Das ist aber 
nicht genug, meint Matthias Buchert vom Öko-Institut Darmstadt. Er fordert stärkere Kontrollen. 
 
Auch über andere Lösungen wird diskutiert, zum Beispiel über eine Pfandabgabe für elektronische 
Geräte. Buchert selbst arbeitet aktuell an einem Projekt in Ghana und Ägypten. Dabei arbeiten Firmen 
dort mit deutschen Recyclingfirmen zusammen. Die Betriebe sammeln schwierig wiederverwertbare 
Elektronikteile und schicken sie dann zum Recycling nach Deutschland: „Das funktioniert in Ansätzen 
ganz gut, aber die Herausforderungen bleiben gigantisch“, so Buchert. 
 
 
Glossar 
 
Elektroschrott – alte, kaputte elektrische Geräte oder Teile davon 
 
illegal – nicht erlaubt; per Gesetz verboten 
 
Entsorgung, -en (f.) – hier: das Wegbringen von Müll 
 
verseucht – vergiftet 
 
etwas weg|werfen – hier: etwas in den Müll tun 
 
landen – hier umgangssprachlich für: irgendwo hinkommen 
 
etwas auf etwas beziffern – etwas in Zahlen ausdrücken 
 
jemanden mit etwas konfrontieren – hier: jemanden vor ein Problem stellen 
 
Tsunami, -s (m.) – gemeint ist hier: eine große Menge von etwas, die schnell wächst 
 
laut – hier: nach Aussage von 
 
schmelzen – durch große Hitze flüssig werden 
 
etwas verabschieden – hier: (ein Gesetz) beschließen 
 
Exporteur, -e/Exporteurin, -nen – jemand, der Waren in ein anderes Land verkauft 
 

Pfandabgabe, -n (f.) – die Gebühr für einen Gegenstand, die man wiederbekommt, wenn man es 
zurückgibt 
 
Recycling (n., nur Singular) – die Technik, mit der man aus gebrauchten Gegenständen, neue Materialien 
herstellt 
 
wiederverwertbar – so, dass man etwas mehrmals benutzen kann 
 
in Ansätzen – in Anfängen; teilweise; zu einem kleinen Teil 
 
Herausforderung, -en (f.) – hier: die schwierige Aufgabe 
 
gigantisch – umgangssprachlich für: sehr groß 
 
 
 
Fragen zum Text 
 
1. Was stimmt nicht? Nach Ergebnissen der Studie Waste Crimes, Waste Risks … 
a) werden etwa 90 Prozent des Elektroschrotts der ganzen Welt illegal entsorgt. 
b) werden in Afrika jedes Jahr 42 Millionen Tonnen elektronischen Mülls produziert. 
c) wirft jeder Deutsche im Durchschnitt 21,6 Kilo Elektronikmüll pro Jahr weg. 
 
2. Kaputte elektronische Geräte aus Deutschland werden … 
a) in Afrika oder Asien oft wieder repariert und weiterverkauft. 
b) zum größten Teil in Deutschland recycelt. 
c) verbrannt, damit sie der Gesundheit nicht schaden. 
 
3. Das neue Gesetz der deutschen Regierung … 
a) verbietet den Export von Elektroschrott. 
b) bestimmt, dass Kunden in Zukunft beim Kauf eines Elektrogerätes eine Gebühr für die Entsorgung 
zahlen müssen. 
c) regelt, dass man bei Exporten beweisen können muss, dass die Geräte noch funktionieren. 
 
4. Große Müllberge gehören zum Alltag … in Afrika oder Asien. 
a) großer Städte 
b) großen Städten 
c) großen Städte 
 
5. Sie sind die Folge des … elektronischer Geräte auf der ganzen Welt. 
a) steigender Konsum 
b) steigenden Konsums 



c) steigendem Konsum 
 
 
Arbeitsauftrag 
Die wachsende Menge von elektronischem Müll ist ein großes Problem. Die deutsche Regierung hat 
bereits darauf reagiert. Wie sind die Gesetze in eurem Land? Im Text werden Möglichkeiten genannt, die 
helfen können, das Müllproblem zu lösen. Was denkt ihr dazu? Habt ihr noch andere Ideen? Diskutiert 
im Kurs. 
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Laptop-Gehäuse in Guiyu, China. Bis zu 90 Prozent des Elektro- und Elektronikschrotts werden illegal 
entsorgt oder weiterverkauft. (Bild: Baselactionnetwork (CC BY-ND 2.0)) 
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  Elektronikschrott 

Nur 15 Prozent der Edelmetalle in Altgeräten werden wiedergewonnen 
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    FBDi-Kompass 

Hilfen fürs Materialhandling wie Recycling, Mülltrennung, Wiederverwertung 
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  Elektroschrott 

Afrika fordert Schrott-Exportstopp 
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  Elektronik hilft 2012 

Erste und dritte Welt kämpfen gegen den Elektronikschrott 

!:-�
- !���.�����
����@��	�����.	����
����
��������.��
���	���������'�����-�=
��������
�������
6�������������������&|		�|����
�����-�=���<������������������.��I���	����	�������|���������
#�
�	�������������	����-�	����---�

 



�
��#	���������	�
�E������	�	
�
��	���	
�
!�	'����� �����
=��������� !-�:-!� :��  B ��

 

&������������������+����������
��'����������M�����������
��*����������������&|		��	�������
.	����
����
��-�

���CR�"�$�����	��
@��������R����������������.	����
�|		��	�������'��������������*�������-�R������		��
*��������������������������������'���		���&�		������-�%$�.3��������
�����������
&����������������		���	��&|		�3�
���-�

&��������		���	���.���
�������
��.	����
����
����
���		������'����������'�����I�����������
%$�'�������I�	�I������������������*����������������-�

'�������,�� 
�&�		�������=
		���( ;�&�		�������.��
)���
�Y���������,������%$�
%�I�	���
������(%���)��������������������H����������������'�����	���������
��
��������������
���������A�����������M���"��
������������.	����
�����
�������������
%��������������������H
����������-�

�K���,��
��#�
,��������4���	������I�	�I������.	����
�|		��I�������		���	��������	��
����
����
���F���	����%����������������*�������������	�������K������-�b��	�����I�����������	
��	��
&|		����F�������������B�+��������������!� ;��|����������%����+����,�����������
������
.	����
����<���������4���	����������������&|		�������
�����,����8 �&�		�
�������������:��
&�		�
����@
�������I������-�

�����������
���
���������������.�����������������������		
����@������������.	����
����
���F��
���	�����%����=�����
��'�����+�������,���H��������	�����������K�����������������������
�����������F�(�&|		�H�����������&|		�*�������F)-��=�������������������������������
����@��	�
�������������"��	������&|		������������	����
������������I������������������K���������	��
�����*���������|������*������������������%�I�	�-F�

=���M����,��	���|��	���	��I���������		���	��.3�
�����
��.	����
����
��������%����,��
	���
6���������'����������'����-�<��*���������$�������I��������������'��������������M�	����
�|���		���	�������������&|		��������	��������
	����
������.	��������|������������
=��
����������������	���R
��
-�<��'�����I������.������F�������������������������<�������
#������������K���	�����������
����		���	������������
���-�

.�����|�,	������������������������K�����������������������#�
�	�������.	����
����
���

.���
�������������-�K�������K����������������������I�	�I������������.	����
�&|		��	�������
����������������������M����������'�����������.��I���	�������������*����&|		���(�+%)����
'���	B��=����������������������.��
�����������������.	����
�����������
��������������������
����=������	�����	���	������		���	-F�

K���,��!������R�������
		�������M�	����I���4���������'����������������������.	����
����
���
��	�����&���		�������������I��������I��������K���������	���������
	����������������������
=���������������,������-�&|		��������,���+��	���������I������+��	���	��������������
.���
����������������.	����
����<������������-�

<������%����K���������������������.3�
������������'���		������.%�+����������
.��I���	����	����������,I��������������4��
�����������������I������K��������		�-�+
�I|�����
@��������@
��������������	������.	����
�������
�����������'���������	�������	�����������
,���K������	�K����������	��#	�������
����&��������		�|		��3�
������-�

=���%$�?���������
������		����������		��+������������.����	������
��H���
����,����,I�����-�
=�,������������������R
���
		������
����	���-�'��������	������,����
����	
�����|�������
�
��'	��.	����
�������,���	���	���.���
�����������	��������M���	�������M�����		�����������
��	�����*��������������.	����
����
���,������,�����-�

�����
 

 



�
E

�	������!�	'����V�� ���	
�

����
'��
���	
��
��
�	�H��	�	

�
UN fordern härteres Vorgehen gegen illegale Schrott-Exporte 
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Accra, May 18, GNA – The Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) in partnership with the International 
Labour Organization (ILO) has developed a new visual guide to protect children from pesticides.�

With the help of a new training guide, extension workers in Africa and elsewhere would be 
engaging with rural communities to reduce children's exposure to toxic pesticides used in 
farming.�

Nearly 100 million boys and girls between five and 17 years old are engaged in child labour in 
agriculture, the ILO statistics revealed.�



The FAO training guide, made available to the Ghana News Agency on Monday, said many were 
directly exposed to toxic chemicals while working on the farm; but “children are also exposed 
when they help with family chores or play and through the food they eat and the water they 
drink”.�

It said children were far more sensitive to pesticides than adults and exposure could result in 
acute poisoning and sickness immediately after contact; but often, it also had longer-term, 
chronic impacts on their health and development.�

The guide said limiting pesticide use and the promotion of non-toxic alternatives were important 
for reducing exposure, but education was equally crucial.�

The FAO and ILO's new visual guide dubbed; “Protect Children from Pesticides” provides an 
easy accessible training tool.�

It helps agricultural extension workers, rural educators, labour Inspectors and producer 
organizations in teaching farmers and their families on how to identify and minimise risks at 
home and on farms; they also learn how to recognize and respond to signs of toxic exposure.�

It said the user-friendly guide had three main modules: how children were exposed to 
pesticides, what the health risks were and why children were particularly vulnerable, and what 
could be done to reduce those risks.�

"The tool was initially developed in Mali, where it is now widely used by extension workers, 
farmer field schools, labour inspectors and producer s", said Rob Vos, Director of FAO's Social 
Protection Division.�

"Its use is also expanding in Niger and other African countries. We are seeing growing interest 
from other regions. The guide is not only raising awareness that something must be done, but 
also showing what needs to be done,” he said.�

The effort to adapt the visual guide and promote its wider use is being supported by the 
Rotterdam Convention, a multilateral treaty to promote shared responsibility in relation to 
imports of hazardous chemicals.�

The FAO and the United Nations Environment Programme jointly serve as the Secretariat for the 
convention.�

"This is a good example of how the normative work of a convention can contribute to reaching 
out to the most vulnerable groups and make a difference to their lives" according to Christine 
Fuell, FAO's Coordinator for the Rotterdam Convention.�

"The colourful illustrations are built on local knowledge and refer to very concrete and real 
situations, such that, they also appeal to children, raising their own awareness of the risks 
posed by pesticides,” she said.�

The guide indicated that: Children are particularly vulnerable to pesticide exposure for various 
biological and behavioural reasons.�

It said “children breathe in more air than adults and so take in more dust, toxic vapours, and 
droplets of spray; and relative to their body weight, children need to eat and drink more than 
adults, and if food was contaminated, they absorb more toxins.�

The surface area of a child's skin per unit of body mass is greater than that of an adult and 
their skins are more delicate.�

“All these factors can lead to greater absorption of chemicals, and children's organs are less 
able to detoxify pesticides because they are not yet fully developed, according to the guide.�

“Young children often play on the ground, put things in their mouths and were attracted to 
colourful containers, all common behaviours that increase risk,” the report stated.�
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The Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) in partnership with the International Labour Organization 
(ILO) has developed a new visual guide to protect children from pesticides. 
 
With the help of a new training guide, extension workers in Africa and elsewhere would be engaging 
with rural communities to reduce children's exposure to toxic pesticides used in farming. 
 
Nearly 100 million boys and girls between five and 17 years old are engaged in child labour in 
agriculture, the ILO statistics revealed. 
 
The FAO training guide, made available to the Ghana News Agency on Monday, said many were directly 
exposed to toxic chemicals while working on the farm; but “children are also exposed when they help 
with family chores or play and through the food they eat and the water they drink”. 
 
It said children were far more sensitive to pesticides than adults and exposure could result in acute 
poisoning and sickness immediately after contact; but often, it also had longer-term, chronic impacts on 
their health and development. 
 
The guide said limiting pesticide use and the promotion of non-toxic alternatives were important for 
reducing exposure, but education was equally crucial. 
 
The FAO and ILO's new visual guide dubbed; “Protect Children from Pesticides” provides an easy 
accessible training tool. 
 
It helps agricultural extension workers, rural educators, labour Inspectors and producer organizations in 
teaching farmers and their families on how to identify and minimise risks at home and on farms; they 
also learn how to recognize and respond to signs of toxic exposure. 
 
It said the user-friendly guide had three main modules: how children were exposed to pesticides, what 
the health risks were and why children were particularly vulnerable, and what could be done to reduce 
those risks. 
 
"The tool was initially developed in Mali, where it is now widely used by extension workers, farmer field 
schools, labour inspectors and producer s", said Rob Vos, Director of FAO's Social Protection Division. 

 
"Its use is also expanding in Niger and other African countries. We are seeing growing interest from 
other regions. The guide is not only raising awareness that something must be done, but also showing 
what needs to be done,” he said. 
 
The effort to adapt the visual guide and promote its wider use is being supported by the Rotterdam 
Convention, a multilateral treaty to promote shared responsibility in relation to imports of hazardous 
chemicals. 
 
The FAO and the United Nations Environment Programme jointly serve as the Secretariat for the 
convention. 
 
"This is a good example of how the normative work of a convention can contribute to reaching out to 
the most vulnerable groups and make a difference to their lives" according to Christine Fuell, FAO's 
Coordinator for the Rotterdam Convention. 
 
"The colourful illustrations are built on local knowledge and refer to very concrete and real situations, 
such that, they also appeal to children, raising their own awareness of the risks posed by pesticides,” she 
said. 
 
The guide indicated that: Children are particularly vulnerable to pesticide exposure for various biological 
and behavioural reasons. 
 
It said “children breathe in more air than adults and so take in more dust, toxic vapours, and droplets of 
spray; and relative to their body weight, children need to eat and drink more than adults, and if food 
was contaminated, they absorb more toxins. 
 
The surface area of a child's skin per unit of body mass is greater than that of an adult and their skins are 
more delicate. 
 
“All these factors can lead to greater absorption of chemicals, and children's organs are less able to 
detoxify pesticides because they are not yet fully developed, according to the guide. 
 
“Young children often play on the ground, put things in their mouths and were attracted to colourful 
containers, all common behaviours that increase risk,” the report stated. 
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ΟΗΕ: Σημαντικό μέρος των ηλεκτρονικών αποβλήτων καταλήγει στα σκουπίδια  

 
Έως και το 90% των ηλεκτρονικών αποβλήτων του κόσμου είτε καταλήγουν στα σκουπίδια είτε 
συλλέγονται παράνομα με σκοπό την επαναχρησιμοποίησή τους, αναφέρεται σε έκθεση που 
δημοσιοποίησε το Πρόγραμμα για το Περιβάλλον του Οργανισμού Ηνωμένων Εθνών (UNEP). 
 
Η αξία των ηλεκτρονικών αγαθών, όπως ηλεκτρονικές συσκευές και φορητοί υπολογιστές, που 
καταλήγουν στα σκουπίδια φτάνει τα 16,6 δισεκατομμύρια ευρώ ετησίως, ενώ δημιουργούνται 41 
εκατομμύρια τόνοι αποβλήτων. Όπως προβλέπεται στην έκθεση, έως το 2017 ο αριθμός αυτός θα 
φτάσει τους 50 εκατομμύρια τόνους, με κάθε τόνο να αξίζει 438 ευρώ. 
 
 
Σύμφωνα με την έκθεση, η Ευρώπη και η Βόρεια Αμερική αποτελούν τους μεγαλύτερους παραγωγούς 
ηλεκτρονικών αποβλήτων, ωστόσο στον ίδιο δρόμο οδεύει και η Ασία. Η εξαγωγή επικίνδυνων 
αποβλήτων από το εσωτερικό της ΕΕ σε χώρες του εξωτερικού απαγορεύεται διά νόμου, ωστόσο 
παρανόμως συχνά αυτά μετονομάζονται σε «μεταχειρισμένα αγαθά» και αποστέλλονται σε 
αναπτυσσόμενες χώρες.  

Αναρτήθηκε από admin_vs στις 11:23 π.μ.  

 

 

 

 

Έως και το 90% των ηλεκτρονικών αποβλήτων του κόσμου είτε καταλήγουν στα σκουπίδια είτε 
συλλέγονται παράνομα με σκοπό την επαναχρησιμοποίησή τους, αναφέρεται σε έκθεση που 
δημοσιοποίησε το Πρόγραμμα για το Περιβάλλον του Οργανισμού Ηνωμένων Εθνών (UNEP).  
 
Σύμφωνα με το ΑΠΕ - ΜΠΕ η αξία των ηλεκτρονικών αγαθών, όπως ηλεκτρονικές συσκευές και φορητοί 
υπολογιστές, που καταλήγουν στα σκουπίδια φτάνει τα 16,6 δισεκατομμύρια ευρώ ετησίως, ενώ 
δημιουργούνται 41 εκατομμύρια τόνοι αποβλήτων.  
 
Όπως προβλέπεται στην έκθεση, έως το 2017 ο αριθμός αυτός θα φτάσει τους 50 εκατομμύρια 
τόνους, με κάθε τόνο να αξίζει 438 ευρώ. 

Σύμφωνα με την έκθεση, η Ευρώπη και η Βόρεια Αμερική αποτελούν τους μεγαλύτερους 
παραγωγούς ηλεκτρονικών αποβλήτων, ωστόσο στον ίδιο δρόμο οδεύει και η Ασία. 
 
Η εξαγωγή επικίνδυνων αποβλήτων από το εσωτερικό της Ε.Ε. σε χώρες του εξωτερικού 
απαγορεύεται δια νόμου, ωστόσο παρανόμως συχνά αυτά μετονομάζονται σε «μεταχειρισμένα 
αγαθά» και αποστέλλονται σε αναπτυσσόμενες χώρες. 
  energia.gr 
14/5/15 



 

Μέρος των e-αποβλήτων καταλήγει στα σκουπίδια 
Δημοσιεύτηκε από epirus portal  

 

Έως και το 90% των ηλεκτρονικών αποβλήτων του κόσμου είτε καταλήγουν στα σκουπίδια είτε 
συλλέγονται παράνομα με σκοπό την επαναχρησιμοποίησή τους, αναφέρεται σε έκθεση που 
δημοσιοποίησε το Πρόγραμμα για το Περιβάλλον… 
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Τι δείχνει έρευνα του ΟΗΕ 
Χαρακτηριστικά και συνάμα απογοητευτικά είναι τα αποτελέσματα τις έκθεσης που δημοσιοποίησε το 
Πρόγραμμα Περιβάλλοντος του Οργανισμού Ηνωμένων Εθνών σύμφωνα με τα οποία έως και το 90% 
των ηλεκτρονικών αποβλήτων του κόσμου είτε καταλήγουν στα σκουπίδια είτε συλλέγονται παράνομα 
με σκοπό την επαναχρησιμοποίησή τους. 
 
Σύμφωνα με την έκθεση, η αξία των ηλεκτρονικών αγαθών, όπως ηλεκτρονικές συσκευές και φορητοί 
υπολογιστές, που καταλήγουν στα σκουπίδια φτάνει τα 16,6 δισεκατομμύρια ευρώ ετησίως, ενώ κάθε 
χρόνο δημιουργούνται περίπου 41 εκατομμύρια τόνοι αποβλήτων, αριθμός που προβλέπεται να 
αυξηθεί μέσα στα επόμενα χρόνια. Έως το 2017 ο αριθμός αυτός αναμένεται να φτάσει τους 50 
εκατομμύρια τόνους, με κάθε τόνο να αξίζει 438 ευρώ. 
 
«Γινόμαστε μάρτυρες σε έναν άνευ προηγουμένου όγκου ηλεκτρονικών αποβλήτων σε όλο τον κόσμο», 
δήλωσε ο αναπληρωτής Γενικός Γραμματέας του ΟΗΕ Αχίμ Στάινερ. «Δεν πρόκειται μόνο για έναν 
μεγάλο όγκο μη ανακυκλώσιμων αποβλήτων που συσσωρεύεται, αλλά και για μια αυξανόμενη απειλή 
για τη δημόσια υγεία και το περιβάλλον, λόγω των επικίνδυνων στοιχείων που περιέχουν», πρόσθεσε ο 
ίδιος. 
 
Αναμενόμενες είναι βέβαια οι ήπειροι οι οποίοι αποτελούν τους μεγαλύτερους παραγωγούς 
ηλεκτρονικών αποβλήτων, με την Ευρώπη και τη Βόρεια Αμερική να κατέχουν τις πρώτες θέσεις της 

λίστας και την Ασία να ακολουθεί κατά πόδας. Παρόλο μάλιστα που η εξαγωγή επικίνδυνων 
αποβλήτων από το εσωτερικό της ΕΕ σε χώρες του εξωτερικού απαγορεύεται διά νόμου, δεν είναι λίγες 
οι φορές που παρανόμως αυτά μετονομάζονται σε «μεταχειρισμένα αγαθά» και αποστέλλονται σε 
αναπτυσσόμενες χώρες. Ένα μείγμα μεγάλης και μικρής κλίμακας λαθρεμπορίου λαμβάνει χώρα σε 
ολόκληρο τον κόσμο. Ιδιαίτερα δημοφιλείς επιλογές αποτελούν οι θαλάσσιες μεταφορές 
εμπορευματοκιβωτίων καθώς και η δρομολόγηση αποβλήτων μέσω μεγάλων παράνομων κόμβων στη 
νότια Ασία. Ο τελικός προορισμός των αποβλήτων ποικίλει, κυρίως ανάμεσα σε χώρες της Ασίας και της 
Αφρικής. 
 
Το UNEP εκτιμά ότι η καταλληλότερη λύση για αυτό το πρόβλημα έγκειται στην καλύτερη συνεργασία 
μεταξύ των εθνών και στην ενίσχυση των διεθνών κανονισμών και της εφαρμογής αυτών. Καινοτόμες 
λύσεις για την καταπολέμηση της παράνομης διακίνησης αποβλήτων, πιθανόν συμβάλλουν επίσης στη 
συρρίκνωση του προβλήματος, αναφέρεται στην έκθεση.  
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Έως και το 90% των ηλεκτρονικών αποβλήτων του κόσμου είτε καταλήγουν στα σκουπίδια είτε 
συλλέγονται παράνομα με σκοπό την επαναχρησιμοποίησή τους, αναφέρεται σε έκθεση που 
δημοσιοποίησε το Πρόγραμμα για το Περιβάλλον του Οργανισμού Ηνωμένων Εθνών (UNEP). 
 
Η αξία των ηλεκτρονικών αγαθών, όπως ηλεκτρονικές συσκευές και φορητοί υπολογιστές, που 
καταλήγουν στα σκουπίδια φτάνει τα 16,6 δισεκατομμύρια ευρώ ετησίως, ενώ δημιουργούνται 41 
εκατομμύρια τόνοι αποβλήτων. Όπως προβλέπεται στην έκθεση, έως το 2017 ο αριθμός αυτός θα 
φτάσει τους 50 εκατομμύρια τόνους, με κάθε τόνο να αξίζει 438 ευρώ. 
 
«Γινόμαστε μάρτυρες σε έναν άνευ προηγουμένου όγκου ηλεκτρονικών αποβλήτων σε όλο τον κόσμο», 
δήλωσε ο αναπληρωτής Γενικός Γραμματέας του ΟΗΕ Αχίμ Στάινερ. «Δεν πρόκειται μόνο για έναν 
μεγάλο όγκο μη ανακυκλώσιμων αποβλήτων που συσσωρεύεται, αλλά και για μια αυξανόμενη απειλή 
για τη δημόσια υγεία και το περιβάλλον, λόγω των επικίνδυνων στοιχείων που περιέχουν», πρόσθεσε ο 
ίδιος. 
 
Σύμφωνα με την έκθεση, η Ευρώπη και η Βόρεια Αμερική αποτελούν τους μεγαλύτερους 
παραγωγούς ηλεκτρονικών αποβλήτων, ωστόσο στον ίδιο δρόμο οδεύει και η Ασία. Η εξαγωγή 
επικίνδυνων αποβλήτων από το εσωτερικό της ΕΕ σε χώρες του εξωτερικού απαγορεύεται διά νόμου, 
ωστόσο παρανόμως συχνά αυτά μετονομάζονται σε «μεταχειρισμένα αγαθά» και αποστέλλονται σε 

αναπτυσσόμενες χώρες. Ένα μείγμα μεγάλης και μικρής κλίμακας λαθρεμπορίου λαμβάνει χώρα σε 
ολόκληρο τον κόσμο. Ιδιαίτερα δημοφιλείς επιλογές αποτελούν οι θαλάσσιες μεταφορές 
εμπορευματοκιβωτίων καθώς και η δρομολόγηση αποβλήτων μέσω μεγάλων παράνομων κόμβων στη 
νότια Ασία. Ο τελικός προορισμός των αποβλήτων ποικίλει, κυρίως ανάμεσα σε χώρες της Ασίας και 
της Αφρικής. 
 
Το UNEP εκτιμά ότι η καταλληλότερη λύση για αυτό το πρόβλημα έγκειται στην καλύτερη συνεργασία 
μεταξύ των εθνών και στην ενίσχυση των διεθνών κανονισμών και της εφαρμογής αυτών. Καινοτόμες 
λύσεις για την καταπολέμηση της παράνομης διακίνησης αποβλήτων, πιθανόν συμβάλλουν επίσης στη 
συρρίκνωση του προβλήματος, αναφέρεται στην έκθεση. 
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Υπολογίζεται ότι το 90% των ηλεκτρονικών αποβλήτων του κόσμου είτε καταλήγουν στα σκουπίδια είτε 
συλλέγονται παράνομα με σκοπό την επαναχρησιμοποίησή τους, αναφέρεται σε έκθεση που 
δημοσιοποίησε το Πρόγραμμα για το Περιβάλλον του Οργανισμού Ηνωμένων Εθνών (UNEP). 
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Σημαντικό μέρος των ηλεκτρονικών αποβλήτων καταλήγει στα 
σκουπίδια 
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ΟΗΕ: Το 90% των ηλεκτρονικών αποβλήτων καταλήγει στα σκουπίδια 

«Γινόμαστε μάρτυρες σε έναν άνευ προηγουμένου όγκου ηλεκτρονικών αποβλήτων σε όλο τον κόσμ 
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Στα σκουπίδια το 90% των ηλεκτρονικών αποβλήτων 
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Εως και το 90% των ηλεκτρονικών αποβλήτων του 
κόσμου είτε καταλήγουν στα σκουπίδια είτε 
συλλέγονται παράνομα με σκοπό την 
επαναχρησιμοποίησή τους, αναφέρεται σε έκθεση 
που δημοσιοποίησε το Πρόγραμμα για το 
Περιβάλλον του Οργανισμού Ηνωμένων Εθνών 
(UNEP). Η αξία των ηλεκτρονικών αγαθών, όπως 
ηλεκτρονικές συσκευές και φορητοί υπολογιστές, 
που καταλήγουν στα σκουπίδια φτάνει τα 16,6 

δισεκατομμύρια ευρώ ετησίως, ενώ δημιουργούνται 41 εκατομμύρια τόνοι αποβλήτων. Όπως 
προβλέπεται στην έκθεση, έως το 2017 ο αριθμός αυτός θα φτάσει τους 50 εκατομμύρια τόνους, με 
κάθε τόνο να αξίζει 438 ευρώ.  
 
Σύμφωνα με την έκθεση, η Ευρώπη και η Βόρεια Αμερική αποτελούν τους μεγαλύτερους παραγωγούς 
ηλεκτρονικών αποβλήτων, ωστόσο στον ίδιο δρόμο οδεύει και η Ασία. Η εξαγωγή επικίνδυνων 
αποβλήτων από το εσωτερικό της ΕΕ σε χώρες του εξωτερικού απαγορεύεται διά νόμου, ωστόσο 
παρανόμως συχνά αυτά μετονομάζονται σε «μεταχειρισμένα αγαθά» και αποστέλλονται σε 
αναπτυσσόμενες χώρες.  
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The head of the United Nations body tasked with setting the global environmental agenda on Monday 
stressed the need to limit the use of dangerous chemicals and to find a solution to the masses of 
electronic waste building up around the world, as a Conference of Parties to three major Conventions on 
the subject began in Geneva on Monday. 
 
Achim Steiner, Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), told journalists that the 
tsunami of e-waste rolling out over the world not only accounted for a large portion of the worlds non-
recyclable waste mountain but also needed dealing with because many elements found in electronic 
equipment are potentially hazardous to people and the environment. Never mind that it is also an 
economic stupidity because we are throwing away an enormous amount of raw materials that are 
essentially re-useable, said Steiner. He added, Whether it is gold, silver or some of the rare earths that 
you have heard about perhaps in recent years, it is still an incredible amount. Steiner said that the 
amount of some such materials that are available above ground in unused electronics now exceeds the 
amount still in the ground and he looked to the potential of the Basel Convention to help access urban 



mines by working to better inform people of how to dispose of their e-waste. As well as the Basel 
Convention, for which the Geneva meeting is the 12th Conference of Parties, the eleven-day 2015 Triple 
COPs: Setting the Scene for Sustainable Management of Chemicals and Waste, Worldwide will also 
cover the Seventh Conference of Parties to both the Rotterdam and the Stockholm Conventions. Over 
1,500 delegates are expected to take part in the talks, which aim to improve three international 
conventions contributing to global controls on hazardous chemicals and waste. The Executive Director 
said the three Conventions were not about stopping the use of chemicals but about providing a clear 
platform from which to inform policy-makers of science that can inform decisions to help protect 
citizens from toxicity and about signalling to the market that alternatives are needed. He pointed out 
how materials used in production of various items are becoming ever more present in peoples daily 
lives, and he said people were becoming increasingly a repository for the chemical footprint of the 21st 
century, often in ways that damage health. Annually, one million people die from occupational 
poisoning, Steiner said, referring to the effects of the use of chemicals on peoples bodies. He added, This 
is something that is, in this day and age, not only unnecessary its really intolerable. And this is why the 
sound management of chemicals is something that has brought Governments, civil society but also the 
private sector and the chemical industry together. The Executive Secretary of Basel, Rotterdam and 
Stockholm Conventions, Rolph Payet, echoed Steiners concerns about the number of people dying from 
occupational poisoning and described the wide reach of chemicals, with DDT found in polar bear and fat 
because of its transport in water and in the air. While the number of those dying from occupational 
poisoning was notable, he also pointed to the silent crisis, whereby the accumulation of chemicals in 
peoples bodies was possibly slowly killing them. Clayton Campanhola, the Executive Secretary of 
Rotterdam Convention and a representative of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), said the 
agency was particularly focused on the prevention of use and safe disposal of obsolete pesticides. About 
500,000 tonnes of obsolete pesticides scattered around the developing wold posed serious risks to 
people and environment, he said. Credit: ITU  
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The Indian subcontinent has turned into an major destination for European waste. 
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ई"वे�ट�का�3=��कारोबार�अवैध�तर�के�स◌े�
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�मखु�संवाददाता��नई�िद�ली�

दिुनया�म��
���ितशत�ई�वे�ट�का�कारोबार�और�िनपटान�अवैध�तरीके�से�हो�रहा�ह।ै�इसम��भारत�समेत�एिशया�के�देश�काफ'�आगे�ह*।�अभी�दिुनया�
म��हर�साल�करीब�चार�करोड़� ��लाख�टन�ई�वे�ट�पैदा�हो�रहा�है�और�!� ;�तक�इसके�:�करोड़�टन�पह-चंने�के�आसार�ह*।�संय.ु�रा/0�
पया1वरण�काय13म�(%$.#)�क'�एक�4रपोट1�बताती�ह�ैिक�सबसे�5यादा�ई�वे�ट��माट1फो6स�और�कं7यटूर9�के�कारण�पैदा�हो�रहा�ह।ै�भारत�समेत�
5यादातर�देश9�म��ई�वे�ट�के�िनपटारे�के�िलए�ठोस�नीित�नह;�ह।ै�ई�वे�ट�का�मौजदूा�कारोबार�करीब� 
�अरब�डॉलर�का�ह।ै��

4रपोट1�कहती�है�िक�वैसे�तो�यरूोपीय�यिूनयन�और�कई�अ6य�िवकिसत�देश9�से�ई�वे�ट�के�िनया1त�पर�बैन�ह�ै�लेिकन�िफर�भी�कई�िवकिसत�देश�
सेकंडह*ड�सामान�के�नाम�पर�िवकासशील�देश9�को�ई�वे�ट�बेच�रह�ेह*।�इसम��खराब�बैट4रयां��कैथोड�रे�ट्यBूस�और�कं7यटूर�के�मॉिनटर�शािमल�ह*।�
इन�सामान�को�7लाि�टक�या�िमC�ड�मेटल��3ैप�या�मेटल��3ैप�के�नाम�से�िवकासशील�देश9�को�भेजा�जाता�ह।ै�नतीजा�यह�िक�भारत��पािक�तान��
चीन��िवयतनाम�और�नाइजी4रया�जैसे�कई�देश�ई�वे�ट�का�बाजार�बनते�जा�रहे�ह*�और�इन�देश9�म��इस�कचरे�के�िनपटारे�के�ठोस�इतंजाम�नह;�ह*।�
साथ�ही��इन�देश9�म��जो�ई�वे�ट�पैदा�हो�रहा�है��वह�अलग�ह।ै��

यएूनईपी�का�कहना�है�िक�ई�वे�ट��सीवेज��केिमक�स�और�अ6य�कचरे�के�कारण�पया1वरण�पर�गंभीर�असर�पड़�रहा�ह।ै�ई�वे�ट�म��गो�ड��कॉपर�
और�अ6य�क'मती�धातुओ�ंके�होने�के�कारण�इनका�अवैध�तरीके�से�कारोबार�हो�रहा�ह।ै�यएूनईपी�ने�सभी�देश9�से�कहा�है�िक�वे�ई�वे�ट�के�िनपटारे�
के�िलए�ज�द�ठोस�काननू�बनाएं।��

मोबाइल�ऐप�डाउनलोड�कर��और�रह��हर�खबर�से�अपडेट।�
हर�ताज़ा�अपडेट�पाने�के�िलए��@��के�फ़ेसबुक�पेज�को�लाइक�कर�।�
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NEW DELHI: The fate of a toxic chemical is yet to be decided in India, despite 90 nations voting for a 
global ban on its usage. Pentachlorophenol (PCP), a persistent organic pollutant (POP) which is mainly 
used as a wood preservative in India has been banned completely at the Conference of Parties (COP) 7 
of the Stockholm convention held earlier this month in Geneva. Exposure to PCP is even linked to certain 
types of cancers.  
 
But according to the International POPs Elimination Network (IPEN), a global network of 700 
organisations and advocacy groups "the historic vote came at the combined meetings of the Basel, 
Rotterdam, and Stockholm Conventions - which usually make decisions by consensus - after India 
repeatedly blocked action."  
 
India has long banned its use in agriculture and leather industry precisely because of its toxicity. But 
experts who attended the meeting said there has to be a complete ban for two reasons—POPs 
invariably enter the food chain and the environment because they are persistent in nature. The other 
reason is unless there is a complete ban it's difficult to ensure that people are not using the chemical for 
other purposes.  
 
"During the meeting, India surprisingly rejected the findings of the Stockholm Convention's own 
scientific expert committee in which they participated. Ninety-four countries voted in favour of global 
prohibition of pentachlorophenol; two opposed; and eight countries abstained," IPEN stated.  
 
But India was also being rushed in to voting for a ban by member nations even without having an 
opportunity to register the issues it had with the expert committee's report. "Yes we opposed the ban. 
There are two reasons for it. One is that we had pointed several scientific infirmities in the report. We 
had suggested that they go back, review it and bring it to the next meeting. But EU along with the 
African nations made a majority and voted us out. The other reason is we need alternatives. We wanted 
to take the industry on board to come up with proper alternatives which can be as effective in humid 
regions," Shashi Shekhar, special secretary, ministry of environment, forests and climate change 
(MoEFCC) told TOI. He said that as of now Pentachlorophenol's use is permitted only for wood but they 
are not sure if it's being used elsewhere too.  
 
"This is quite unfortunate that for the first time in history Stockholm Convention banned a chemical 
based on voting rather than on consensus. Though India has banned the use of Pentachlorphenol in 

pesticides and leather, it could have provided more evidence as per the convention's obligations to get 
exemptions for its use. The use of PCP needs to be strictly controlled to minimize the exposure to the 
environment and human health. Canada, a party to the convention was one of the biggest users of PCP 
and had sought exemption for its use but it also has very strict regulations in place to minimize the 
exposure to the human health," said Piyush Mohapatra of Toxics Link who also attended the meeting.  
 
In India about 1,800 tonnes per year of Na-PCP, a salt of PCP is being produced in the state of 
Maharashtra and West Bengal, India is the leading exporter of Na-PCB globally. In Sri Lanka all uses of 
PCP has been prohibited since 1994. In Thailand, PCP has been banned for agricultural use since 1995, 
public health uses since 2000 and industrial use since 2001. In 1997, China restricted the production and 
use of Na-PCP but is using it as a wood preservative like India but it accepted the ban this time. EU and 
others have also long prohibited its use. 
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Oknum-oknum tak bertanggung jawab itu banyak yang menggunakan sampah daur ulang seperti 
plastik, kertas, atau logam untuk melindungi bahan berbahaya dari sampah elektronik tersebut. 
Namun, ada juga yang dengan sengaja menamainya sebagai barang tak berbahaya demi mengelabui 
aturan hukum. 
 
Mengutip situs The Guardian, negara seperti Ghana, Nigeria, Tiongkok, Pakistan, India, dan Vietnam 
kini menjadi pusat sampah elektronik ilegal. Semuanya menyalurkan pembuangan legal global yang 
bernilai US$ 410 miliar per tahun atau sekitar Rp 5.405 triliun.  
 
"Kami menyaksikan jumlah pembuangan barang elektronik di seluruh dunia yang sulit dipercaya. Tak 
hanya menyumbang porsi besar dari gunungan sampah non-daur ulang, tapi juga meningkatkan 
ancaman bagi kesehatan manusia karena lingkungan semakin tercemar dari elemen yang terkandung 
di barang tersebut," ujar salah satu petinggi PBB yang juga direktur eksekutif United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP), Achim Steiner. 
 
Fenomena ini, menurut pihak PBB dan UNEP, bisa menjadi aspek pendorong terhadap kesadaran 
badan penegak hukum untuk lebih menguatkan perundang-undangan nasional. 
 
 
(eno/eno) 



 

Illegally Traded and Dumped E-Waste Worth up to $19 Billion Annually Poses Risks to Health, Deprives 
Countries of Resources, Says UNEP report  
Source: UNEP News 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
Up to 90% of the world's electronic waste, worth nearly US $19 billion, is illegally traded or dumped 
each year, according to a report released today by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).  
 
Each year, the electronic industry - one of the world's largest and fastest growing - generates up to 41 
million tonnes of e-waste from goods such as computers and smart phones. Forecasts say that figure 
may reach 50 million tonnes already by 2017  
 
A staggering 60-90% of this waste is illegally traded or dumped, according to UNEP's "Waste Crimes, 
Waste Risks: Gaps and Challenges In the Waste Sector", launched today in Geneva, at the Conference of 
Parties to the three major conventions addressing the global waste issue, the Basel, Rotterdam and 
Stockholm Conventions.  
 
The International Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL) estimates the price of a tonne of e-waste at 
around US $500. Following this calculation, the value of unregistered and informally handled, including 
illegally traded and dumped e-waste ranges from US $12.5 to US $18.8 billion annually.  
 
UN Under-Secretary-General and Executive Director of UNEP, Achim Steiner said: "We are witnessing an 
unprecedented amount of electronic waste rolling out over the world. Not only does it account for a 
large portion of the world's non-recycled »waste mountain«, but it also poses a growing threat to 
human health and the environment, due to the hazardous elements it contains."  
 
"Through enhanced international cooperation and legislative coherence, stronger national regulations 
and enforcement, as well as greater awareness and robust prevention measures we can ensure that the 
illegal trade and dumping of e-waste is brought to an end. This will create a win-win situation, whereby 
rare and expensive elements are safely recycled and reused, boosting the formal economy, depriving 
criminals of income and reducing health risks to the public," he added.  
 
Innovative solutions to combat illegal and unsustainable handling of e-waste are emerging. Recovering 
valuable metals and other resources locked inside electronic products, for example, can reduce the 
amount of e-waste produced, diminishing pressure on the environment, creating jobs and generating 
income.  
 
The growing volumes of e-waste, municipal waste, food waste, discarded chemicals and counterfeit 

pesticides, all contribute to increasing pressure on the environment. The report also points to the fact 
that every year, roughly one third of the food produced for human consumption globally - 
approximately 1.3 billion tonnes, worth over US $1 trillion - is lost or wasted.  
 
The global waste market - from collection to recycling - is estimated to be worth US $410 billion a year, 
generating jobs and incomes. As with any large economic sector, it creates opportunities for illegal 
activities at various stages of the waste chain. Concentrated on making profit, operators are prone to 
ignore waste regulations and expose workers to toxic chemicals. On a larger scale, organized crime may 
engage in tax fraud and money laundering, as volumes handled go largely unregistered, allowing for 
substantial under and overreporting.  
 
Currently, Europe and North America are the largest producers of e-waste, though Asia's cities are 
catching-up quickly.  
 
Export of hazardous waste from European Union (EU) and Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) Member States to non-OECD countries is banned; therefore it is not subject to 
notification or licensing. Instead, thousands of tonnes of e-waste are falsely declared as second-hand 
goods and exported from developed to developing countries, including waste batteries falsely described 
as plastic or mixed metal scrap, and cathode ray tubes and computer monitors declared as metal scrap. 
Both small and large-scale smuggling techniques can be observed all over the world, from organized 
truck transport across Europe and North America to the use of major smuggling hubs in South Asia, 
including widespread container transport by sea.  
 
Africa and Asia are key destinations for large-scale shipments of hazardous wastes for dumping, and 
sometimes for recycling. Ghana and Nigeria are among the largest recipients in West Africa, although 
high volumes of e-waste are also transported to Cote d'Ivoire and the Republic of Congo. In Asia, China, 
Hong Kong, Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, and Vietnam appear to bear the brunt of illegal e-waste 
shipments.  
 
Inconsistency in regulations between exporting and importing countries - including what is classified as 
hazardous or contaminated waste - poses a challenge to effectively combatting illegal waste trafficking.  
 
Technical guidelines on the criteria used to classify equipment as waste or non-waste are currently 
negotiated at the international level. Binding agreements on classification of waste through the 
conventions will be vital to preventing the dumping of waste in developing countries.  
 
Insufficient control over waste removal is another loophole exploited by criminals, who collect payments 
for the safe disposal of waste, which they later dump or recycle unsafely.  
 
Another source of income from illegal waste handling comes from recycling certain components, such as 
rare earth metals, copper and gold. The discarded electronics are recycled in conditions that are 



hazardous to health, and typically lead to subsequent dumping of the majority of the waste. Promoting 
safe recycling is vital to a better waste management. 
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CONVENTION DE BALE – Haro sur l’importation des déchets dangereux 

4.04.2015 | 8:54 

Réactif face à l’importation et tentative d’importation des déchets dangereux à Madagascar, Jean 
Claude Salama, point focal de la Convention de Bâle et chef de service de la valorisation des déchets a 
martelé hier que Madagascar était signataire de cette convention et jouissait de tous les droits relatifs à 
cette convention. 
Aussi cette convention stipule-t-elle et reconnait-elle  pleinement que tout État possède le droit 
souverain d’interdire l’entrée ou l’élimination de déchets dangereux et d’autres déchets d’origine 
étrangère sur son territoire. Les mouvements transfrontières de ces déchets de l’État  vers tout autre 
État ne devraient être ainsi autorisés que lorsqu’ils sont réalisés dans des conditions ne présentant 
aucun danger pour la santé humaine et l’environnement et conformement aux dispositions de la 
Convention. 
« Les dommages que les déchets dangereux et d’autres déchets ainsi que les mouvements 
transfrontières de ces déchets risquent d’impacter sur la santé humaine et à l’environnement », a 
indiqué cette Convention. Afin de limiter les dégâts, la Grande île s’est aussi dotée d’un décret n°754-
2012 fixant la procédure de gestion des produits en fin de vie, sources de déchets et des déchets 
dangereux nuisibles à l’environnement dans le cadre de la mise œuvre de la convention de Bâle. 

 

Vonjy Radasimalala 
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Nigeria, others receive $19bn e-wastes 
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UN warns of swelling tsunami of e-wastes 

 

Hameed Shaheen 

 

ISLAMABAD – For the first time the United Nations has formally warned of the dangerous of growing e-
waste dumps, calling upon nations to 'limit the use of harmful chemicals and to find a solution to the 
masses of electronic waste' building up around the world. The caution came in a Conference of Parties 
to three major Conventions on the subject beginning in Geneva today. 

 

Achim Steiner, Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), told journalists that the 
“tsunami of e-waste rolling out over the world” not only accounted for a large portion of the world’s 
non-recyclable “waste mountain” but also needed dealing with because many elements found in 
electronic equipment are potentially hazardous to people and the environment, UN web news said. 

 

“Never mind that it is also an economic stupidity because we are throwing away an enormous amount 
of raw materials that are essentially re-useable,” said Mr. Steiner. “Whether it is gold, silver or some of 
the rare earths that you have heard about perhaps in recent years, it is still an incredible amount.” 

 

Mr. Steiner said that the amount of some such materials that are available above ground in unused 
electronics now exceeds the amount still in the ground and he looked to the potential of the Basel 
Convention to help access ‘urban mines’ by working to better inform people of how to dispose of their 
e-waste. 

 

As well as the Basel Convention, for which the Geneva meeting is the 12th Conference of Parties, the 
eleven-day ‘2015 Triple COPs: Setting the Scene for Sustainable Management of Chemicals and Waste, 
Worldwide’ will also cover the Seventh Conference of Parties to both the Rotterdam and the Stockholm 
Conventions. Over 1,500 delegates are expected to take part in the talks, which aim to improve three 
international conventions contributing to global controls on hazardous chemicals and waste. 



 

The Executive Director said the three Conventions were not about stopping the use of chemicals but 
about providing a clear platform from which to inform policy-makers of science that can inform 
decisions to help protect citizens from toxicity and about signalling to the market that alternatives are 
needed. 

 

He pointed out how materials used in production of various items are becoming ever more present in 
people’s daily lives, and he said people were becoming “increasingly a repository for the chemical 
footprint of the 21st century,” often in ways that damage health. 

 

“Annually, one million people die from occupational poisoning,” Mr. Steiner said, referring to the effects 
of the use of chemicals on people’s bodies. “This is something that is, in this day and age, not only 
unnecessary it’s really intolerable. And this is why the sound management of chemicals is something 
that has brought Governments, civil society but also the private sector and the chemical industry 
together.” 

 

The Executive Secretary of Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions, Rolph Payet, echoed Mr. 
Steiner’s concerns about the number of people dying from occupational poisoning and described the 
wide reach of chemicals, with DDT found in polar bear and fat because of its transport in water and in 
the air. While the number of those dying from occupational poisoning was notable, he also pointed to 
the “silent crisis,” whereby the accumulation of chemicals in people’s bodies was possibly slowly killing 
them. 

 

Clayton Campanhola, the Executive Secretary of Rotterdam Convention and a representative of the 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), said the agency was particularly focused on the prevention of 
use and safe disposal of obsolete pesticides. About 500,000 tonnes of obsolete pesticides scattered 
around the developing wold posed serious risks to people and environment, he said. 
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Según un informe, en el 2014 se movieron 41 millones de toneladas de desperdicios de este tipo. 

 

La ONU lanzó un llamado de advertencia, especialmente a los países que exportan residuos electrónicos 
de Europa. 
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It is alarming that up to 90% of the world’s electronic waste, worth nearly $19bn, is illegally traded or 
dumped each year, as indicated by a recent report from the United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP). 
Each year, the electronic industry - one of the world’s largest and fastest growing – generates up to 
41mn tonnes of e-waste from goods such as computers and smart phones. Forecasts say that figure may 
reach 50mn tonnes already by 2017. 
A staggering 60-90% of this waste is illegally traded or dumped, according to UNEP report, launched in 
Geneva, at the Conference of Parties to the three major conventions addressing the global waste issue, 
the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions. 
The International Criminal Police Organisation (Interpol) estimates the price of a tonne of e-waste at 
around $500, leading to the nearly $19bn figure. As pointed out by UN under-secretary-general and 
executive director of UNEP    Achim Steiner, the unprecedented amount of electronic waste rolling out 
over the world not only accounts for a large portion of the world’s non-recycled ‘waste mountain,’ but 
also poses a growing threat to human health and the environment, due to the hazardous elements it 
contains. 
The illegal trade and dumping of e-waste could be brought to an end only through enhanced 
international co-operation and legislative coherence, stronger national regulations and enforcement, as 
well as greater awareness and robust prevention, as he suggested. 
This will create a win-win situation, whereby rare and expensive elements are safely recycled and 
reused, boosting the formal economy and reducing health risks to the public. 
Innovative solutions to combat illegal and unsustainable handling of e-waste are emerging. Recovering 
valuable metals and other resources locked inside electronic products, for example, can reduce the 
amount of e-waste produced. 
The growing volumes of e-waste, municipal waste, food waste, discarded chemicals and counterfeit 
pesticides, all contribute to increasing pressure on the environment. 
Currently, Europe and North America are the largest producers of e-waste, though Asia’s cities are 
catching-up quickly. Africa and Asia are key destinations for large-scale shipments of hazardous wastes 
for dumping, and sometimes for recycling. Ghana and Nigeria are among the largest recipients in West 
Africa, although high volumes of e-waste are also transported to Cote d’Ivoire and the Republic of 
Congo. In Asia, China, Hong Kong, Pakistan, India, Bangladesh and Vietnam appear to bear the brunt of 
illegal e-waste shipments. 
As reiterated by the UNEP, inconsistency in regulations between exporting and importing countries – 
including what is classified as hazardous or contaminated waste – poses a challenge to effectively 

combating illegal waste trafficking. 
Technical guidelines on the criteria used to classify equipment as waste or non-waste are currently being 
negotiated  internationally.  Binding agreements on classification of waste through the conventions will 
be vital to prevent the dumping of waste in developing countries. 
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India, a victim of e-waste crime  
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Inconsistency in Cross-border regulations challenge to effective control of 
illegal waste trafficking  
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Ghana and Nigeria are among the key destinations in Africa for large-scale shipments of electronic 
waste. Photo: UNEP (file) 
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UN warns on volume of hazardous waste 
May 19 2015 at 02:31pm  
By Tony Carnie  
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RISKY BUSINESS: Rahman Dauda (centre) is one of 
hundreds of unemployed people who scratch out old 
computer monitors, televisions and other e-waste in the 
Agbogbloshie dump site in Accra, Ghana. Photo: Kevin 
Mclvaney  
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Third World: dumping ground for e-waste 
May 18 2015 at 06:00pm  
By Tony Carnie 

 
File photo: The Unep report noted that 25 tons of mobile phones could yield up to 10kg of gold and it 
was estimated the global waste market was now worth nearly US $410 billion a year. Picture: Cara 
Viereckl 
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  Apple iPad    SGP06517 (SGP SKIN GUARD™ LEATHER 
COLLECTION)    15,300  
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Casi 100 millones de niños y niñas entre 5 y 17 años están sometidos al trabajo infantil en la 
agricultura 
NATURAL  

Día 25/05/2015 - 13.02h 
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Creciente interés 
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Apoyo de la Convención de Rotterdam 
El esfuerzo para adaptar la guía ilustrada «¡Proteja a los niños de los plaguicidas!» y fomentar su uso 
más amplio está siendo apoyado el Convenio de Rotterdam, un tratado multilateral que promueve la 
responsabilidad compartida en relación con la importación de productos químicos peligrosos. La 
Secretaría de la convención es ejercida por la FAO y el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio 
Ambiente (PNUMA). 
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Quatre produits chimiques, dont un insecticide, ont été ajoutés aux conventions de 
Stockholm et de Rotterdam à l'issue d'une conférence qui s'est achevée à Genève.  
 
Une faute? 
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Container de produits toxiques (Image prétexte-archives).  
Photo: KEYSTONE 
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Déchets électroniques 
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Désaccords sur le paraquat 
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CONVENTIONS INTERNATIONALES samedi 16 mai 2015  

Quatre produits chimiques ajoutés à la liste des dangers graves à Genève 
ATS  

 

Molécule de méthamidophos (Jynto [CC0], via Wikimedia Commons) 
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Une importante réunion consacrée aux produits chimiques et déchets dangereux se tient à Genève 
dès le 4 mai. Amiante, mercure et autres herbicides seront au cœur des discussions. 
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Un village près de Beijing, en Chine, est devenu l'un des principaux centres de recyclage d'e-déchets. 
[Kim Kyung-Hoon - REUTERS] 
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AlimentationL’Organisation de l’ONU pour l’alimentation et l’agriculture (FAO) milite pour 
une réglementation plus stricte. 
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Ngày 4/5, Hội nghị các bên tham gia ba công ước gồm Công ước Stockholm về các chất ô nhiễm hữu cơ 
khó phân hủy (lần thứ 7); Công ước Rotterdam về các thủ tục thông báo trước đối với một số hóa chất 
và thuốc bảo vệ thực vật nguy hại trong thương mại quốc tế (lần thứ 7) và Công ước Basel về Kiểm soát 
chất thải xuyên biên giới (lần thứ 12) đã khai mạc tại Geneva, Thụy Sỹ. 

 

Đại diện Việt Nam dẹ phiên họp. (Nguồn: Vietnam+) 

Tham dự Hội nghị lần này, đoàn Việt Nam có đại diện của Bộ Tài nguyên và Môi trường (là đầu mối quốc 
gia Công ước Stockholm và Công ước Basel), Bộ Công Thương (đầu mối quốc gia Công ước Rotterdam) 
và Tập đoàn Điện lực Việt nam. 

 

Toàn cảnh phiên họp. (Nguồn: Vietnam+) 

Những nội dung cơ bản của Hội nghị lần này sẽ tập trung vào danh mục các hóa chất mới thuộc Công 
ước Stockholm và Công ước Rotterdam; thông qua các hướng dẫn kỹ thuật thuộc Công ước Basel; cơ 
chế tài chính và hỗ trợ kỹ thuật cho việc thực hiện ba công ước.  
 
Ngoài các nội dung cơ bản được trao đổi tại phiên họp chính thức, một loạt các hội nghị bên lề được tổ 
chức để thảo luận về các chủ đề riêng biệt của từng công ước và chia sẻ kinh nghiệm của quốc gia thành 
viên. 
 
Phát biểu khai mạc tại phiên họp tổng thể của ba công ước, ông Achim Steiner - Giám đốc điều hành của 
Chương trình Môi trường Liên hợp quốc (UNEP), đã nhấn mạnh thế giới đang sử dụng hàng trăm nghìn 
loại hóa chất và thống kê cho thấy mỗi năm có hơn 1 triệu người chết do tác động bởi hóa chất. Chính vì 
vậy, những nội dung mà Hội nghị các bên thảo luận trong hai tuần tới sẽ có ý nghĩa quan trọng trong việc 
giảm thiểu ảnh hưởng của hóa chất đến môi trường và sức khỏe cộng đồng. 
 
Bên cạnh các hoạt động chính của hội nghị, Việt Nam sẽ tổ chức Hội thảo bên lề và gian trưng bày để 
chia sẻ kinh nghiệm và giới thiệu các thành tựu của Việt Nam qua 10 năm thực hiện Công ước 
Stockholm./. 
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UN and Africa: E-waste in Africa, children in South Sudan and nuclear 
science and water in River Nile Basin 
Listen / Download  
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U.N. RELEASES NEW VISUAL GUIDE TO PROTECT CHILDREN FROM PESTICIDES 
 

May 15, 2015 
 
Source: U.N.'s Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) news release  
 
With the help of a new training guide developed by FAO and the International Labour Organization 
(ILO), extension workers in Africa and elsewhere are engaging with rural communities to reduce 
children's exposure to toxic pesticides used in farming.  
 
Nearly 100 million boys and girls between 5 and 17 years old are engaged in child labour in 
agriculture, according to ILO statistics. Many are directly exposed to toxic chemicals while working on 
the farm. But children are also exposed when they help with family chores or play, and through the 
food they eat and the water they drink.  
 
Children are far more sensitive to pesticides than adults. Exposure can result in acute poisoning and 
sickness immediately after contact. But often, it also has longer-term, chronic impacts on their health 
and development.  
 
Limiting pesticide use and promotion of non-toxic alternatives are important for reducing exposure, 
but education is equally crucial.  
 
Protect children from pesticides!, FAO and ILO's new visual guide, provides an easy accessible 
training tool. It helps agricultural extension workers, rural educators, labour inspectors, and producer 
organizations in teaching farmers and their families how to identify and minimize risks at home and 
on the farm. They also learn how to recognize and respond to signs of toxic exposure.  
 
The user-friendly guide has three main modules: how children are exposed to pesticides, what the 
health risks are and why children are particularly vulnerable, and what can be done to reduce those 
risks.  
 
Growing interest  
 
"The tool was initially developed in Mali, where it is now widely used by extension workers, farmer 
field schools, labour inspectors, and producer organizations", said Rob Vos, Director of FAO's Social 
Protection Division. "Its use is also expanding in Niger and other African countries. We are seeing 
growing interest from other regions. The guide is not only raising awareness that something must be 
done, but also showing what needs to be done."  
 
Not all situations are the same. The guide is not only available in several languages (currently in 
English, French, Portuguese and Spanish, and a Russian version will be available soon), but also 
adapted to different regional contexts, including Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia, Latin 



America and the Caribbean and Asia Pacific. The graphics and illustrations are adapted accordingly as 
well.  
 
Support from the Rotterdam Convention  
 
The effort to adapt the visual guide and promote its wider use is being supported by the Rotterdam 
Convention, a multilateral treaty to promote shared responsibility in relation to imports of hazardous 
chemicals. FAO and the United Nations Environment Programme jointly serve as the Secretariat for 
the convention.  
 
"This is a good example of how the normative work of a convention can contribute to reaching out to 
the most vulnerable groups and make a difference to their lives" according to Christine Fuell, FAO's 
Coordinator for the Rotterdam Convention. "The colourful illustrations are built on local knowledge 
and refer to very concrete and real situations, such that they also appeal to children, raising their 
own awareness of the risks posed by pesticides."  
 
Why children are at greater risk  
 
Children are particularly vulnerable to pesticide exposure for various biological and behavioural 
reasons.  
 
They breathe in more air than adults and so take in more dust, toxic vapours, and droplets of spray. 
Relative to their body weight, children need to eat and drink more than adults, and if food is 
contaminated, they absorb more toxins. The surface area of a child's skin per unit of body mass is 
greater than that of an adult, and their skins are more delicate. All these factors can lead to greater 
absorption of chemicals, and children's organs are less able to detoxify pesticides because they are 
not yet fully developed, according to the guide.  
 
Young children often play on the ground, put things in their mouths and are attracted to colourful 
containers, all common behaviours that increase risk. 
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Waste Crime -- Addressing Gaps in the Global E-Waste System 
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Key decisions adopted at the meeting include the listing of four new chemicals under the 
Stockholm and Rotterdam Conventions. 
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